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This book is an introduction to African American Leaders who have made great contribu-
tions to America. The author has chosen many of the most influential African Americans to tell
about their life and the many accomplishments that each one has achieved. There are thousands
of otliers who could have been chosen. Our list of these great Americans was not chosen to rank
the accomplishments of some leaders as more important than others. This book only represents
a sample of the women and men who have achieved greatness and made greatimprovements for'A
our society.

GREAT AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERS isa excellent book for teachers to use
in their effort to teach students about history and reading. It is a book which will help instill
pride in all students who read about progress which has been made for mankind because of
the work of these Great American Leaders.
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Martin Luther King, Jr.
1929-1968

Martin Luther King, Jr., was born in Atlanta, Georgia. In 1963 he led a
march to Washington, D.C. where he gave his speech, “| Have A Dream."”
One year later he was given the Nobel Peace Prize. In the year 1968, a
National Holiday was dedicated to honor him. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
helped to end segregated seating on buses in Montgomery, Alabama.
Many. years ago in many cities, blacks did not have the same rights as -
white people. Blacks could not drink from the same water fountain or use
the same rest-room as white people. Blacks could not vote because they
were not thought of as full citizens. Black children could not attend the
same schools as white children. Dr. King helped to end many of these -
practices. Dr. King led many nonviolent demonstrations to end these
practices of injustice. Thousands of people went to jail because they were
fighting for their freedom. Many protesters were beaten and killed. Dr. -
King did not believe in violence. '

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee on

April 4, 1968. He was only 39 years old. He did a great deal to bring about
equality and justice for all Americans. -
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Rosa Parks
1913-

Rosa Parks was born in Tuskegee, Alabama. She is called the "Mother
of the Movement." Rosa's refusal to give up her seat on the bus was the
start of a movement against segregation on Dec. 5, 1955. When she got on
the bus and was seated, all seats were taken. Black people had to sit in
the back of the bus. The front seats were reserved for whites. Rosa was
sitting in the section reserved for black people. The driver ordered her
and three other black people to give their seats to white people. Rosa
refused. She was arrested . Black people walked for thirteen months until
buses were integrated.

Rosa Parks will always be remembered for her bold stand against
discrimination and segregation. She was an active member of NAACP.



Jesse Jackson
1941-

Jesse Jackson was born in Greenville, South Carolina. He was a
graduate of A & T State University of North Carolina. He became the first
black to run for the president of the United States. During the 1960's he
joined the civil rights movement. He was a member of the Southern
Leadership Conference . He worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther King, )
Jr. Jesse Jackson became the director of "Operation Breadbasket." In
1971 he organized Operation PUSH (People United to Save Humanity).
These organizations were organized to gain equality for all people.

Jesse Jackson is an ordained Baptist minister. He has been very
successful in helping all people to have more pride in themselves. He has
worked very hard for all people. Jesse Jackson has risen from a very
humble beginning to become one of the most powerful people in America.
He is respected by people of all races.
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Malcolm X
1925-1965

Malcolm Little was born in Omaha, Nebraska. He later changed his
‘name to Malcolm X to get rid of his slave given last name. He expressed
anger that most blacks felt about society. He spoke about the injustices
and discrimination that black people were enduring. Malcolm was sent to
prison where he was introduced to the Nation of Islam. He adopted the
Black Muslim Religion. He became the spokesman for the Nation of Islam.

Malcolm established a national newspaper called "Final Call." He also
helped with economic development by organizing businesses for his-
people. Many blacks looked to Malcolm as their polit_ii:al leader in their
struggle against racism. Malcolm was not a follower of the. nonviolent
attempt to change black 'problems. He believed that blacks should use
“any mean_s necessary” in their struggle to do away with racism and -
discrimination.

Malcolm X was one of the most influential and effective spokesperson
for the black people. He was shot and killed on February 21, 1965 in
Harlem, New York. -






